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Race car bodies Include exact detalls right down to lights, numbers and

. d}fnrs.

Tiny cars offer big action

by Tom Nelaon
- The main concourse of
South Commons Mall was
turned into a scale version of
Gasoline Alley' this weckend
as drivers from nine states
and Canada converged on
Bolingbrook for the 1ith an-
nuai National Champlonship -
R.O.Car Races. ... _ . .

H.O. cars are 1/87th ver-
sions of regular sized anto-
maobtles. The cars run on
stoited tracks and are pow-
ered by electrical motors,
which derive their' energy
from pick-up shoes . that
come in contact with power
wires along the track.

The cars and tracks are

nTha 60 drivers petiting ..
Inybothiuthe: Amateur and
Protessional racing divisions
at the natlonal meet proved
without a doubt that slot car
racing has. moved out from _
mnder itha Christinas tree
ind in not just for kids any-
"**Moat? of 1tha drivers here
have an- Intrested in: auto
acing,' race director Tom
\rthur of New Lenox said.
‘Maybe they're frustrated
ndy car drivers."

The . car. races were
wought to Bolingbrook be-
ause the South Commons
Aall offered a location near
major expressway and the
1all was able to provide the
acers with a store front that
ad the needed number of
lectrical outlets.

" - A trio of drivers Intently
:lass time trials on Saturday.
rer hour. ’

N

basically the same as the
set-ups Available at local

" hobby shops and department

stores. The only dlfference i3
that modifications put the
price of-a professional type
slat car in the $73 to $luo
prize range. An amateur
style car usually runs in the
$20 price range.

The National Champion-
ships for the first time fea-
tured both the Amateur and
Professlonal cars. Although
both divisions are slot car
racing, the difference be-
tween the (wo categories
range beyond just the price
of the cars.

As the names imply, the
Amateur races are open to

. those drivers that have just

starting competing. Once a
racer has accumulated a

at H.O. slot car nationals

nomber of wins or has won
the National amateur title,
he must move up to the Pro-
fessional level.

The other difference lies in
the fact that the Amateur
cars must be stock verslons
whereas the Professional
cars feature custom-built en-
gines,

The engines in the little

cars produce big results.

Scale speeds of 1000 miles
per hour can be reached on
stralghaways. Actual speeds
are 20-25 miles per hour or
around 20 feet per second.

Since the fastest car I3 the
winner, the way an engine |3
built plays a blg factor in
H.0. racing,

‘At the Professional level,
it is pretly even between
building the engine and driv-
ing skills," Arthur said.

Thus, drivers will spend
more Lthan 30 hours building
each engine and they will
continually meodify the en-
gine with special parts once
the car ls in a racing form —
much like a full gize pit
(Please turn lo Page 43, col. 1)

follow the path of their vahicles In the Profassional
Scale speeds of the tiny H.O. cars reach 1000 miles

- A
few linishing touches on his car
In the “pits’’ at South Commons Mall on Saturdsy
at the National Champlonship H.O, Car Rlcn.: -y -

(Photos by Tom Nelson) _

Amaleur racers run their cars through the time
trlals on Saturday In preperation for the Sunday
finais. The National Champlonships fsatured both
Amateur and Professional class racers. toa
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H.O. National

(Continued from Page 31)
crew. A wide range of preci-
alon tools i used n this pro-
cess and paint designs on the
body add detailed flair.

“But at the Amateur level,
driving skill Is more impor-
tant," Arthur said, “That's
where you learn to drive.”

Campetition at the South
Commons  meet ran on
Friday, Saturday and Sun-
day with the championship
heats; taking;. place. on_ the .
final day in both categories.
Trophies and prizes were
awarded to winners, some of
which werse donated by track
and dar manufacturer Tyco,
which is the only major com-
pany still making H.O. car
equipment. Aurora, the other
big nama in the business, re-
cently stopped production of
its H.0. cars and tracks. .

The Nationsl Champlon-
ships brought together
racers from as far away as
.New Jersey and Montreal.
This year’s meet was spon-
sored by the Illineis H.Q.
Professional Racing Assn. In
1984, the meet was held In
Michigan and the year be-
fore that it took place in Mis-
souri.

"(The Natlonal Champion-
ships) gives us a chance to
«&xposa - thp.osport,”? ur ;.
said. “‘And by having it In
the mall it gives our guys a
chance to race in front of the
public.”

Local racers included Tom
Shepherd, Tim Hase, Tlm
Creawell, Ivan Peel, Dave
Woock and Scott Wane from
Lockport, Mark Ulrich from
Wheaton and Carl Guardia
from Joliet.




BIG BROTH

@,

2317 W. Jef

July 31,

Mr. Tom Arthur
Illinois HCFRA

923 Chelsea Ct,

New Lenux, IL 60451

Dear Tom,

On behalf of Big Brothers/Big Sist

successful.

Boy, the kids sure enjoyed themsel
niece, RaeLea, still talks gbout it - s
brothers little race track up when she
brothers what a good "driver" she is!
buttons, & caps were all super incentiv
best.

I do look ferward to setting up an
for our kids. We could arrange to have
building, I think September or October
the chldren are settled back into their

Your generosity and support are so

BIG SISTERS Zoimy

ERS

OARYL G. ALDERSON
Exocutive Director

fierson St. 725-4324

Joher, lllinois 60435

1985

ers, I would like to thank

you so much for all your efforts both Wednesday and Thursday evenings.
I have not heard any reports of Thursday's event, I do hope it was

ves on Wednesday night. My
he would like to set her
returns to Iowa to show her
The trophy, ribbons, pictures,
es for the kids to do their

evening of races this fall
‘the zetivity right in our
would be a good time - after
school routines.

greatly appreciated and helps

to mect the ueeds of many deserving children from single parent
Sincerely
,.,'4/,\' ./‘)_ ..-”“‘ o
P S "‘/
Barb Harvey -
Recreation Coordinator
725-7592

PROVIDING FRIENDSHIP TO CHILDREN FROM SINGLE PARENT HOMES

sember United Way

st Ml County

homes .

BIG

BROTHERS -SISTERS

October 7, 1985

MAIN GFFICE
2317w JEFFERSON
JOLIET, ILLINDIS 60435
815-728 4324

Mr. Tom Arthur
923 Chelesa Court
New Lenox, IL 60451

Dear Tom,

Just a brief note to say thank vou for
making time to share your model car racing
track with us. Anytime we can be in the public
and call attention to our need, we increase
the chances of finding a Big Brother volunteer
to be a friend to a fatherless boy.

) I would very much like to pursue the
idea of state competition racing at the mall
sometime early next year.

Again, thanks for your help.

Gratefully,

/7 /
bk et S
f,’fgvj o é‘ﬁé{ [“*'_'/
/ Daryl . Aldersen
txecutive Director
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LHUE WLaaok RHE THE EMTIPE HATIOHAL SEHATE

HURST  TESIPROVEN. (S

SHIFTERS

50 W Street Road
Warminster, PA 18974

1l RASLAR |

Route 53, one-half mile south of I-55
Bollngbrook lllinois * 312/739-0100

For complete intormaiicn on a3 Hooker Header products send
52 0CtoDep! D6 Decalsincluded ol course Hooker Headers,
P QO Box 4090 Ontaric, CA 91761

'Mobil I
Synthetic MotorQil -
Lubricants that win.

“DAN GURNEY

s, Al AMERICAN RACERS, INC.

Laps For The Kids : T @
Sponsared By: Narthbraok Dary Gueen i d e
PROCEEDS TO BEMEFIT CHILDRENS MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

: BIG BROTHERS ~ 27% ko
(.) BIG SISTERStn,
l No man stands so siraight

as when he stoops to help a bov

STAFFORD SPRINGS MOTOR SPEEDWAY 15
/



